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The Sickle Cell Club Lagos Nigeria 

Professor Olo Akinanju who is the President of the Sickle Cell Club Lagos had come to see the courses I ran at 

the Brent SCAT centre and invited me to come over to Nigeria to co-run with him sickle cell courses lasting a 

week at a time and attended by at least 40 delegates who were doctors, nurses and social workers.  

And I was involved with them until 1992 but the courses are still running. 

 

Central Middlesex hospital 

It was at central Middlesex Hospital where I met Dr Micha Broshovick in the late 1970s. Dr Broshovick was a 

consultant haematologist and I was a community nurse tutor based in the hospital. 

And it was here we both realised there was a great need for both improved medical care when Dr Broshovick 

arrived, and on my side, better awareness was needed on the part of nurses and I was also interested in the 

needs of the patients and the families. 

 

Centra Regional Quantra Pitra Guadeloupe 

This centre was opened in 1990 in the capital of Guadeloupe, Quantra Pitra, and it was the first comprehensive 

sickle cell centre in France, because of course Guadeloupe is part of France. And  

I was invited over there to help organise courses with the health professionals, and these courses were aimed 

in particular at midwives, children’s nurses and doctors. 
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Willesden General Hospital 

It was at Willesden General hospital that the Brent Sickle Cell and Thalassaemia Centre was established in 

1979, and as an information screening and counseling centre for the conditions it was the first of its kind in 

Britain. And I ran the centre from 1979 to 1990. 

 

Sickle Cell Thalassaemia Association of Counselors 

STACK or the Sickle Cell Thalassaemia Association of Counselors was established in the early 1980’s as a 

support group for the growing band of nurses and midwives specialising in the field of sickle cell and 

thalassaemia genetic counseling and screening. 

 

 


